The governor of Pennsylvania is in charge of our state’s National Guard as its Commander in Chief.  The Authorization for the Use of Military Force  (AUMF) allowed the President of the U.S. to use National Guard for the “defense and security” of our country. 

These purposes have been achieved.  No weapons of mass destruction were ever found and no UN Resolutions remain to be enforced.  Iraq has surrendered and poses no threat to our national security.
The Payton/Ferlo bills clarify that authority to keep the State Guard in Federal service has lapsed, whereby control over them reverts back to the State.  Congress would have to pass a new AUMF to federalize State Guards.  These bills demand that the Pennsylvania State Guard be released from their Federal service.  It’s past time for them to come home.

The 56th Stryker Brigade, 28th Infantry Div. of the PA National Guard has received deployment orders to Iraq.  Its 4,000 troops, including the 700-soldier 1st Battalion based in Erie, are scheduled to ship out for training to Camp Shelby, Miss., in September.  They are due in Iraq in early 2009.  Let’s keep them home.
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George Bush wants to send the Pennsylvania National Guard, and Guard units around the country back to war in the Middle East! We need your help …

KEEP THE GUARD HOME!
A national campaign is underway to bring attention to the fact that Congress’s October 2002 Authorization to Use Military Force, enabling Bush to send our National Guard     to Iraq, has EXPIRED.

"It is clear that the mission that Congress authorized no longer exists. The President has no current or permanent legal authority to keep Guard members in Iraq."  
~ Rep. Michael Fisher, Vermont State House

O
ver the last few years, many states and municipalities passed resolutions calling     on the President and Congress to end the  Iraq war and bring our troops home to American soil. This resolution movement spread across the country demonstrating public opposition at the grass-roots level to inappropriate use of the Guard for an illegal, unpopular war.
Today we launch a new movement, organized   from a wide variety of groups throughout the Commonwealth that have been working in co-operation with United for Peace and Justice.  Our campaign is designed to use the weight that states have in governing their National Guard.  Our bill says in short: “Washington made up the rules under which State National Guards were deployed to Iraq.  It’s time to follow those rules.  The authority to keep State National Guard troops in Iraq has expired.”

We are building public pressure to pass legislation in the State House to give the Governor the ability to Keep the Guard Home!  Our bill is rooted in the Constitution and laws of the United States:

· Persons enlisting in the State Guard simultaneously enlist in the National Guard       of the United States, a part of the Army. The enlistees retain their status as State Guard members unless and until ordered to active federal duty, and they revert to state status    upon being released from federal service.

· Each State's Guard unit is controlled by the Governor unless called up for federal duty by the President pursuant to his authority under law.
· The President obtained his authority for calling the State Guard to serve in Iraq from a 2002 congressional Authorization for the Use of Military Force (AUMF), which limited the authorization to the purposes of defending the national security from Iraqi threats and to enforce UN Security Council Resolutions relating to Iraq. Neither the AUMF nor any other law authorizes an indefinite assignment of State Guard members to the National Guard of the United States.

  Resolution Calling for Bringing and Keeping 

the Pennsylvania National Guard Home

Be it resolved, the citizens of Pennsylvania demand:
1. That our Governor immediately pursue and exhaust every avenue in his power to stop further deployment of Pennsylvania National Guard troops to Iraq.

2. That our Governor pursue and exhaust every avenue in his power to    bring the Pennsylvania National Guard troops currently deployed in Iraq home without delay.
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Please return by August 25 to: Erie Peace Initiative 

345 East 9th Street, Erie, PA 16503
www.eriepeaceinitiative.org

�





Legislative initiatives to bring National Guard home from Iraq are happening in Illinois, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota,     New Hampshire, New Jersey, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, and Wisconsin!





MORE INFORMATION www.BringtheGuardHome.org ww.BringtheGuardHome.org 





Don’t send him back to WAR!





Coalition for Peace Action�1 West Baltimore Pike, Suite 3�Lansdowne, PA 19050





Call your PA State Representatives and ask them to vote for the Payton bill in the House HB 2402 and 


the Ferlo bill in the Senate S 1234


Senate: 717-787-7163  General Assembly: 717-787-2372








